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     Electronic Version of the Collection of Plans of Saint Petersburg in the National Library of Russia. 

 
Throughout the lifetime of Saint Petersburg, city plans have been produced in one form or another, depending on historical conditions and practical requirements.. Due to great historical as well as artistic value, they have long offered a fertile field for collecting –– both private and institutional.

         The Map Division of the National Library of Russia (NLR) possesses the richest collection of Saint Petersburg plans to date, comprising over one thousand items. Like with any other library collections of superior value, use is restricted by preservation requirements. Besides, all pre-Revolutionary city plans have been categorized as "not for general use" for years, and thus only accessible for specialized research. Consequently, the collection of unique significance has been actually unavailable even in Saint Petersburg.

    The difficulties were removed with emerging advanced technologies permitting space-saving representation of great amounts of data at relatively low production costs. The following describes a presentation from the National Library of Russia for the City's Tercentenary ––– an illustrated e-book entitled "Saint Petersburg. 300 Years in Plans and Maps" on CD. The publication was prepared by NLR's Map Division and Electronic Resources Section in collaboration with the Spaero firm providing hardware support for the project.
      The book contains 118 reproductions of Petersburg plans, from the foundation day until the present and, for the first time in history, provides a view of our collection of various plans of Saint Petersburg for the broader public.

First, the book gives an insight in the way the city took shape, with successive stages of urban development.  In addition, the multi-faceted image of our northern metropolis is readily illustrated with subject plans constituting a considerable portion of this collection.

 The available scaling function allows both enlarging and detailing. Map- searching is by author, publisher, dates, and subject. 
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