WEB – studio attached to the Internet center of the Smolensk Museum-Reserve. New abilities of the usage of the studying youth’s creative potential.

Shcurlov I.V., the head of computer & informational supplying department of the Smolensk Museum-Reserve.

Interaction of man & information had qualitative changed  due to impetuous development of the informational technologies for the last decade. 

1. Now we have got widespread access to the global information resources including text, graphics, video, music;

2. possibility of quick receipt, retention \saving\ & accumulation any information volumes in personal files;

3. possibility to take part in the forming of the information field.

Though it became real to present yourself, to enlarge number of users of the cultural product, to raise the people interaction level cultural heritage.

But the activity in this direction is connected with some difficulties in provincial regional & municipal museums. The first one is the financial problem. Tariff scale of the salary doesn’t allow to engage a high qualified specialist, & to retain him on this work: in the museum or library. But we would like to work in this direction very much – there’re rich museum collections & collaborators’ large potential, desire for imparting knowledge to wider audience. So we just need people who will convert the information into the digital format, organize it, decorate it with graphics – create the WEB-site. And the people who can do it are the studying youth.

Young generation specialized to new technologies very quickly. Young people create their WEB-sites, locate them in the World Wide Web & want to be heard of. Couldn’t we use their creative abilities & to go in the right direction together \to go the right way\? Young people realize that taking part in a serious project now is the start to their future, ability to announce their selves.

Comprehension of this problem led Smolensk Museum-Reserve to work in this direction. Life made us to pay attention to the youth. Having started to cope with internet we understood that it will be impossible to do it without any help.

We began working in to get studying youth to take part in the activity in museum WEB-designing & cultural sites in the Smolensk Museum-Reserve in the January of 2000. Then there was made a decision to create WEB design studio attached to the Museum-Reserve. The project which was to take part in the Institute Public Society \Community\ “Renascence by way of culture. Central Russia” competition had been worked out in 2000, & our project was supported by Soros. 

The aim of the WEB studio was to get young generation to the studying cultural heritage of the native land by means of their interest in modern computer, information technologies & accordance them technical means, which are being lacked now in municipal schools. 

WEB studio opened on 18th of May in 2001. It’s located in a large lodgment, has 4 automated workplaces, ISDN Internet free canal, digital camera, scanner, printer & possibility to direct location & renovation sites on the Smolensk region administration’s server. 

Now 4 creative teamworks (12 people) work within the bounds of museum Internet center on web design publishing. They have incarnated the following projects:

1. Exhibitions of Smolensk

2. Faberghe in the Smolensk Museum-Reserve collection

3. “Saints – defenders of Russia”

4. “They were pioneers” (devoted to the first space flight)

5. “Delphian games”

6. “Saint martyr – Mercuryi Smolenskyi”

7. “5th early exhibition “Computer & telecommunicational technologies””

8. Electronic memory book

9. Intergroup  2002

10. Memorials of war 1812 in Smolensk

All projects are located on  the Smolensk region administration’s server. Now we work at the realization of the following projects:

1. Smolensk through the centuries

2. The Smolensk Fortress Wall

3. The Icon “Odigitaya Smolenskaya”

4. Smolensk Museum-Reserve

