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At present 63 minority languages of the Russian Federation are mentioned in the "Red Book of the Languages of Russia", what means that they are practically dying out. The dramatic and essential changes of traditional way of life of the minority nationalities, mass migrations, the influence of mass media, the exclusive role of Russian as the language of communication between different nationalities - all this inevitably results in decrease of the practical necessity to use indigenous languages and their gradual extinction. However, the native language along with the folk traditions, rituals and folklore represents the important part of the national culture. Because of that now it is highly important to maintain and revive the minority languages, to make and preserve original recordings of these languages and to make their proper documentation. It is necessary to note that the problem of extinction of minority languages and their replacement by state or just prevailing ones is the universal problem of the mankind.
Modern information techniques, especially speech databases, represent convenient tools to preserve acoustic data of different kind. Besides, they allow to combine in a single application both written information about the language and its actual audio recordings. That makes linguistic databases and similar computer systems the proper instrument for preserving and studying small and disappearing languages. The impetuous development of the Internet allows to get access to audio collections, which until recently could be accessible only in large archives or libraries.

A special program has been proposed and started by the Department of Phonetics of St. Petersburg State University, which aims at the creation of Phonetic Funds and Multimedia Dictionaries for the minority languages of Russia. Our practical tasks are the following:
1) 
to catalogue the existing audio recordings;

2) 
to make new recordings, which can be used both for the purposes of revival of the indigenous language (e.g., for multimedia textbooks for schools and institutes), and to make as far as possible the complete description of the language for the future generations;

3) 
to popularize the indigenous languages by means of creation of multimedia educational programs on CD and in the Internet and to release sound dictionaries and phrase-books.


The report will be accompanied by the Internet presentation of the projects developed in co-operation with the St. Petersburg Institute of Linguistic Researches of the Russian Academy of Science - "The Nenets Audio Dictionary", "The Russian-Nenets Online Multimedia Phrase-book for Kaninsky, Bolshezemelsky, and Priuralsky Dialects", "The Nganasan Audio Dictionary". 

