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Information resources of the National Library of Belarus as basis of the national retrospective bibliography development.


The National Library of Belarus (NLB) is the republican centre for developing retrospective national bibliography and the system of union catalogues.


The present stage of developing retrospective bibliography has several peculiarities, among which the use of new technologies and automation of bibliographic processes alongside with traditional methods.


By 1993 NLB has almost completely transferred to the automated system of document processing. The domestic input format was designed on the basis of GOST and the International standard ISBD(a). The instruction for old-printed and rare books input was compiled in the republic on the basis of BelMARC and the converter for record translation from the domestic format to BelMARC was worked out in 2001.


Since 1993 at the Rare book department of NLB the database «The rare book» is being formed which represents all kind of documents collected there. Besides, problem-oriented databases «The book of Belarus» (1994), «Radziviliana» (1997) and «The history of the Podlasie book culture» (1993) are also maintained.


The idea of creating the full index of the national print of Belarus was constantly under way lately but is still unfeasible. Retrospective book indices published in the republic began appearing since NLB foundation (1922). The first large-scale project was the programme «The book of Belarus» which resulted in publication of the three-part union catalogue «The book of Belarus» (1986). It contained the books in Cyrillic script, books in Belarusian and Russian published in Belarus until 1917. But still groups of publications appeared unregistered due to ideological reasons as well as because of unclearly formulated notion of the «national document». At present the library resumed developing retrospective indices which will become the basis of the retrospective national bibliography.


The database «The book of Belarus» (as part of the database «The rare book» and the republican data bank «Monuments of the Belarus book culture») will become the basis of the retrospective union catalogue of books published in Latin script since the beginning of the Belarusian book publishing to 1830.


Information resources of the database «The Book of Belarus»:


Traditional catalogues of NLB;


Databases «The rare book», «Radziviliana», «The history of the Podlasie book culture»;

Bibliographies and catalogues of libraries, museums and archives of Belarus, CIS, countries of Europe and the USA.

