“The patent for life. Bio- and gene engineering in contemporary art”
The multicultural lecture-report “The patent for life. Bio- and gene engineering in contemporary art” is the first Russia-based material aimed at realization and integrated study of bio- and genetic technologies influence on different components of contemporary socio-cultural process (information, ethics and philosophy, mythology, mass culture and contemporary art, etc). The lecture focuses on analysis of cultural, social, ethical, and ideological aspects of biotechnologies’ influence on public consciousness. The lecture will develop perspective art strategies, aimed at cultural adaptation of this influence in society, and also at unification of information resources of different agents of cultural policy. The lecture is based on the following methodological principles: network cooperation, emphasis on national and international relations, study of different forms of art activity and setting up the open dialogue for the representatives of different spheres of social studies (scientists, social activists, mass media, culture and art theoreticians and practitioners). The lecture obtains the potential for innovative art strategies in the so-called cultural region of “the second generation”, which was formed not only beyond administrative borders, but beyond different forms of cultural self-determination under conditions of actual process of “globa-localization”.

Today the bio- and genetic technologies` cultural fate and semantic auras are almost entirely defined by the fact that they provoke culture shock. They are still not absorbed by culture and continue to be felt as an alien body. The rapid development of the molecular genetics and related technologies terrifies: a human being initiates self-building following his own ideas.

Contemporary society has to solve the problem: how to substantiate the notion of the human being, how to define and concretize human dignity, human rights, born and unborn life protection? The solution of these fundamental problems is supposed to entail long-term political and legislative consequences. The essential role in this process belongs to the local discussion grounds (artgrounds), where different cultural and intellectual phenomena are emerging, in particular, various models of group art strategies, which function as the instruments for overcoming technological world estrangement.

The general aim of this info material

Creating of critical discourse, and an on-going discussion regarding the cultural, social, ethical and ideological issues of genetics and biotechnology in contemporary art with the participation of Russian and international art agents. The strategic goals of the lecture direction are the following: systematic study of the bio- and genetic technologies` influence on different cultural spheres; finding effective instruments (for example, art ) connected with this influence within the cultural policy frameworks.

The plan of the report:

1. Research examples of the various revolutionary trends in the sphere of contemporary art (Viennese group, Fluxus, Situationism, etc.);

2. Ars Genetica, typology and genealogy, illustrations and examples;

3. 
Medium exclusiveness of Ars Genetica: questions of genotype and phenotype;

4. 
 Ars Chimaera. Research subject and definitions, the scientific-art toolkit;

5. 
 Transgenetics in the sphere of contemporary art (examples of the projects, illustrations);

6. Chimaera design and Tissue Engineering in contemporary art (examples of the projects, illustrations);

7. Panel questions and discussion
