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From Traditional Indexes to the Internet-based of Retrievial Systems: 

the Electronic Guide on Bibliographic Sources:

(by results of NLR pilot project)


The guide represents a bibliographical genre focusing on user orientation among basic information sources. A guide generally combines "data of primary documentary and bibliographical sources on the topic with various directions and recommendations". Guides have long been prominent among major bibliographical aids. In particular, the type has been widely accepted outside Russia as far back as the 19th- and early 20th century. Early publications include the general guide first published in the US in 1902 with subsequent eleven editions, and similar publications in Poland, Switzerland and UK.


In Russia guides only appeared in 1930s enjoying no such wide application. The Research Bibliography, the first general reference guide in the USSR, was compiled by I.K. Kirpicheva in the late 1950s.  The volume contained data on a variety of general and subject reference books and bibliographies and was immediately accepted as a useful handbook both by specialists and researchers, and bibliographers. I.K. Kirpicheva's work was continued in the Bibliographical Research for Scholarship by E.V. Ienish (L., 1982). Both provided much needed and ample review of key sources to be used in discovering both general and subject-specified material, thus  attaining the principal guiding purpose of user orientation among available source bibliographies.


The historiography, and the theoretical and historical issues associated with  guides to reference books and bibliographical aids were discussed by E.V. Ienish, I.V. Gudovshikova, B.L. Kandel, O.S. Ostroy. Most of their principal propositions and conclusions are still valid today.


Thus B.L. Kandel emphasized in 1969 "an urgent need" for "a guide to reference books and bibliographies as a genre". Obviously, the guide will be useful both for specialists and researchers, post- and undergraduate students, and librarians and bibliographers. Regretfully however, no such guides have been available for most scholarly disciplines since E.V. Ienish's general work was published twenty years ago. Of course, this publication type requires continuous updating. For instance, the US Guide to reference books has been re-edited almost every decade. On the other hand, one positive factor is the set of retrospective reference guides developed in Russia between the 1960s and 1980s, providing a basis for development work on the guide to key information sources.


Development of a new general guide to bibliographies and reference books seems particularly topical in view of recent developments in the field of advanced information technologies. The current situation involves a significant growth of various local and remote bibliographical databases providing online access. Full-text information resources are developed every day. While appreciating enhanced searching capabilities of electronic resources, many professionals feel concerned about the exclusion from scholarly use of significant information material falling outside the web environment. Moreover, it should be noted that the younger user generation has inadequate knowledge of printed bibliographies, especially those of retrospective nature. This means that guides to bibliographies and reference books are twice as topical today.


In this context, the National Library of Russia initiated a project to develop a general-purpose virtual guide to bibliographies and reference sources. The project aims to inform remote user communities of key information sources in various fields of knowledge, combining conventional methods and advanced information technologies. The electronic format allows for extended focusing. While the electronic format will ensure enhanced searching capabilities for the specialist user, the virtual guide will assist a young user inexperienced in bibliographical research but feeling easy in the familiar web environment in cross-domain navigation.


Implemented multimedia technologies will provide enhanced representation of complex bibliographical information. The virtual guide is more visible and informative than the printed counterparts, due to the use of World Wide Web (WWW) hypertext information system facilities. The visibility, the emphasis on visual and emotional effects constitute the principal focus. The guide generally includes a set of scanned images showing cover or title page, author's or editor's portrait, a fragment of content illustrating presentation formats, and available page notes or source material, if any. Hypertext capabilities will enhance a major methodological function of the guide, primarily by enriching the reference- and factual information content. These may involve, for example,  author information represented as hyperlinks to encyclopedic articles or personalia web sites on the Internet. In this case, the multi-layer representation provided by the hypertext system will permit a specialist with ample knowledge of material to save time by neglecting factual reference.


It is expected that work on the project will proceed by stages.

The guide is divided in the autonomous and inter-related parts:

1) Guide to general bibliographies and reference books;

2) Subject guides.

Work in the pilot stage of the project began to develop the subject guide for education and pedagogy. The choice was guided by several factors:

1) the two major sections in the existing subject bibliographic system, namely, the guide to bibliographies, and the bibliography covering reference books;

2) the long time gap between the above bibliographies and this project;

3) the limited information content compared to other subject areas.

The project uses the following methodological principles:

· selective inclusion of documents;

· priority of bibliographic and reference works superseding a printed guide or reference  bibliography; existing sectional notes or use instructions;

· existing detailed descriptions;

· use of source reference and data.

In the initial phase, the project is restricted to Russian-language material.


The structure is traditional  for this guide type. The guide will cover encyclopedia, dictionaries, bibliographic indexes.
Thus development of this virtual guide to bibliographies and reference books will represent a promising trend in bibliographic activities.

