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While maintaining their traditional functions, today’s libraries become more and more universal information centers. A library concept as “rooms with bookcases” is changed by conception of “documentation and information center” as now there exist such facilities that allow to include external resources in service of local users and to present the book collections in remote access. Use of single electronic environment is a prerequisite for co-operation within the multi-layer information society under formation. The implementation of such programs as “Electronic Russia”, adherence to the Doctrine of Information Safety of the Russian Federation and the objective process of every-day life computerization put the tasks associated with the functional, secondary, computer illiteracy problems that are linked to the problems of readers’ education, information and juridical culture.

It is very important for children’s libraries, which promote new technologies in their practice, to be in demand of children readers and to develop the area of their activities through mutual use of the resources in all diversification of their sources. One of the forms of such activities is a creation and maintenance of the librarians’ site, on whose pages materials of various natures can be presented in accordance with inquires expected.

The regional site of children’s libraries (http://www.deti.spb.ru) is addressed to children up to 15 years old, and it is maintained from 1998. Its current version is a visible part of the remote access database that is formed by the participants involved in the Project activities of the Leningrad Regional Children’s Library (LRCL). The sources of the data placed in site are stocks of children’s libraries, combined electronic resources of children’s libraries of the Leningrad Region, authors’ materials presented for allocation in site, information resources of the network access, information and methodological activities of the leading librarian centers of the city. Owing to the support of the RF Ministry of Culture, Leningrad Region Government, and sponsors, professional programmers and web designers are attracted to the work on the site.

The database software allows placing data in the dispersed mode of connection to Internet at a level of elements with subsequent dynamic generation of documents and site pages. Currently the element base consists of texts, graphics and hypertexts. Each element can be indexed in accordance with the Key Word Vocabulary of the LRCL Local Catalogue, thus combining search of descriptive data and site documents [1].

Special place is taken in site’s structure by a graphical component, as the sound and animation are presented, in the context of the contents, by hyper references to other sites without copying their pages into the base. There are always available in library stocks the bits of storage on non-paper carriers, and therefore the idea of combination of a text with multi-media means naturally reflects a tradition of watching a filmstrip, listening a musical performance or author’s reading. Lack of resources in children’s and school   libraries, and inadequate characteristics of computers available for children in the Leningrad Region restrict a spectrum of elements that are placed in the database of the Regional site, and thus graphics remains the only means of attracting users to the texts suggested. A drawing made by a child himself enables the adults, using site documents, to link activities of the local specialists with remote users. 

The first that was done for that purpose was “Children’s Works” block. Included therein were works of children readers converted into a machine-readable form or directly created by means of standard software. The authors could show their drawings in a new form of presentation, having got, together with their friends, a skill of perception of the same material on different carriers, and compare the original and its copy. From the viewpoint of readers’ education, this allows to prepare the children for reading a text, assessment of its contents and artistic merits, whatever the access conditions may be: a book, screen, running line of an information tableau or poster.

Joint work with children in creation and use of electronic resources in the library becomes one of the activities that makes humanitarians to cope with multi-layer cybernetic space and to formulate versatile approaches to the provision of cultural resources as whole, preserving the specifics of the problems to be solved separately [2].

Used as one more way to attract the children to work with librarian materials was placing children’s drawings on the pages containing lists of references. Initially the authors’ portraits, digitized covers or painters’ drawings selectively illustrated those lists. The presentation of the illustrations made by the author, next to the description of the source, permits to show better author’s works, to make references to other topical sites. But a rigid link of the text with a digitized illustration from the particular publication in the screen space makes other publications of the same work less appreciable. Therefore portraits of literary characters made by readers combine in one block the texts similar in contents, thus accentuating a whole group of publications and works.

From the illustrated list method, the third way of linking a child’s drawing with library work stems, namely: horizontal reference permits to link, through a drawing, a list of writer’s publications with a report page where it is shown, in connection with what event the drawing was made and who made it. “All were rooted to a spot and surprised. And a tale character appeared on the paper. That was Indrik from the R.P. Pogodin’s fairytale  “Where are you, Gdetygdety?””. Indrik was drawn by a girl who participated in the festival “Reader’s Summer Smile or a Book on Holidays” in 2001 in the settlement of Vyritsa of the Leningrad Region. The drawing is a link between the list of R.P. Pogodin’s books in the LRCL stocks and the pages devoted to the festival, which also took place under the same name in 2002 and where once again Indrik was one of the characters of children’s drawings.

Project activities of the children’s libraries in the Leningrad Region include topical competitions. One of them was devoted to the 75th anniversary of the Leningrad Region and was named “Leningrad Land: We Live Here!”. In the course of the competition, children in libraries and art schools prepared drawings to the given subject. The works handed over to the LRCL were accompanied by children’s verses, stories, compositions, and they will be the basis for a published collection. The exhibition of the drawings can be seen in the LRCL premises, 100 of them have been digitized for the Regional site, they have an access through such sections as: “Competitions”, “Exhibitions”, “Children’s Works”, “Libraries of the Leningrad Region”, “Good News”. The drawings are grouped according to subjects: “Fortresses. Churches. Palaces”, “Nature”, “Towns. Villages”, “Children” and are presented with indication of the name of the work, author, author’s age, place and year when the work was done. Each drawing can be seen on an enlarged scale in a new window of the screen.

The layout of the exhibition and technical details of its inclusion in the site were prepared in the process of LRCR work with materials given by the Art Studio of the School’s Center of the State Hermitage in the course of the experiment, based on the results of participation in conferences “ADIT” and “EVA” in 2001 [3]. The LRCR Project “Alone at Home” supported by the RF Ministry of Culture aims at creation of conditions for assimilation of electronic environment by non-prepared users. Since the tasks of children’s artistic education are common for a museum and a library, and they also involve attraction of the children to reading and work information within the frames of the experiment, an electronic version of the Hermitage exhibition “Peter I by Children’s Eyes” [4] in the site documents. The LRCL is located in St. Petersburg and it participates in the arrangements in connection with 300th anniversary of the city. In view of that event, from 27 May 2001, when loading the site, one of the pictures presented at the exhibition appears accidentally in the left-hand corner with subsequent paging of such sections of the exhibition as: “Peter is Great”, “Peter is Ruler”,  “Peter is Warrior”, “Peter is a Seafarer”,  “Peter is Builder”. The exhibition is part of the topical block of the documents with horizontal links, which show the personality of Peter I, e.g. “Peter in Fiction””, “Bronze Horseman” (A.S. Pushkin, E.M. Falconet), ”History of New Year Celebration”. During the year, the “anniversary block” will be supplemented, for example, with pages of the bibliographical index “My light, my airy Petersburg”, which is now being prepared in the LRCL. The Index will be illustrated with graphical elements taken from other pages with a possibility to go to texts, references, and information blocks.

Parallel to the Section “Exhibitions” (books, drawings, artistic works), a method of dispersed reflection of the permanent exhibition in the children’s library in the town of Slantsy was tried. It is named “A person is a Sunshine for Another Person”. The exposition of 2002 deals with verses devoted to spring “Spring Came to Our Forests”. Younger schoolchildren listened verses about the spring, and being impressed by what they heard, the children were drawing; other were doing artistic inscriptions to the drawings. A list of verses presented to the children, pages devoted to the authors of the verses, the drawings themselves and subject heading “SPRING” with a feedback to the children’s works are combined on the site. The authors of the drawings and inscriptions thereto are indicated, the documents are indexed with the aid of the key words: “Authors of drawings are children”, “Children’s Works”, “Spring”.

Both a museum and a library are to maintain their status that is governed today by a greater number of criteria than in the pre-computer times. Versatile services are now combined with a spectrum of services associated with the specifics of the institution activities and professionally supported by specialists. Juridical culture and information culture as constituents of the culture as a whole now have additional tools for their exhibition, thus changing the nature of everyday work with authors’ works.

Creating a site for free distribution of the materials aiming to support education, personality making, creative initiative of the readers, a cultural institution is obliged to comply with the requirements of the legislative and normative base, the development of which is not always able to pace with the practical activities.

Professional work with bits of storage given out to the readers as a traditional service changes, turning to a greater extent into a work on presentation of data and information in the telecommunication systems. Creation of electronic libraries or formation of electronic access document collections pose the   problems of copyright [5-7] with the same acuity for all specialists involved in librarianship. The younger are the expected users of these resources, the more pressing the problems are.

When the Regional site is supplemented, use is made of quotations, passages of writings as well as small copyright works.

Respecting the copyright and seriously treating legislation on copyright and intellectual property, the web-designers are trying, without violation of the legislation and discrimination, in any way, of the rights of the authors and other legitimate owners of exclusive rights for the works used on the site, to do everything possible to properly fulfil their mission, i.e. to attract children to be creative in reading.

Based on the diversity of Internet resources intended for children, the information given by a children’s library is to be as full as possible, legitimate, reliable, and relevant and at the same level as that of servicing local users.

With this in mind, the work with materials created for children is to be organized. In the cheery environment of the festival or readers’ competition with a free number of participants, it is, however, not possible to guarantee that all the drawings will be provided with inscriptions, and thus works without indication of the authors might appear in site.

On the other hand, detailed, comprehensive information on all the authors’ works makes the form of presentation heavy-handed and reduces easiness of perception.

Seemed to be most responsible work is allocation of children’s drawings as illustrations to small works and quotations. The competition “It ‘s wonderful to be able to read” is reflected in site by the works of the children from the Volosovo Area of the Leningrad Region. Several drawings showing literary characters serve as a key for access to the materials of different contents.

- “Harry Potter” through a link opens the electronic bookshop “OZON” to a user where relevant information on the author and publications on sale is available;

-“Dyuimovochka” links the whole text with indication of the source and further going to the pages devoted to Andersen not only on the Regional site but also in Internet;

-“Buratino” opens the quotation given from A.N. Tolstoy’s book on the topical page “AZBUKA” that includes eight more topical subheadings. 


 “Neznayka” combines the whole block of descriptions of the books devoted to him on N.N. Nossov’s page with a link to the Internet address where the whole texts of Neznayka’s stories are presented;

- illustration to B.S. Zhitkov’s story “About Elephant” is placed together with a quotation from the story and is linked with a block of readers’ references and letters under the LRCL program “Petersburg Children’s Book in XXI century”;

- a drawing “I left my grandmother, I left my grandfather” opens a page where the text of the fairy tale “Kolobok” is presented in one of the narration variants with indication of other illustrated publications.

Such method helps a user compare fiction, readers’ references, artist’s perception of a literary work, bibliographical information, attitude of the children authors of the drawings, records in connections with author’s and artist’s personalities, the time when the work was created and today’s events.

Teenagers, students and children readers take part in supplementing a site. The work is being done by LRCL in co-operation with cultural and educational institutions. Children readers, children pupils get notation on such issues as copyright, intellectual property protection, information ecology and ethics of behavior in Internet. They familiarize themselves with basics of library science and principles of modeling of information behavior under conditions of extended resource base.

Aiming to reduce a gap between “information poor” and “information rich”, libraries may orient themselves to the IFLA official position concerning copyright in the electronic environment [8] that poses a problem of a necessity to give opportunities to library users, free of charge and unhindered:

- to read, listen and view privately in the library or from a remote access freely sold materials whose use is under copyright protection;

- to familiarize themselves in viewing mode with public materials with copyright reserved;

- to make copies, on their own or with librarian’s assistance, of electronic materials with copyright reserved, for personal use, within reasonable limits.

The most important for libraries in this work is the fact that new technologies and new components of the library information and search space extend potentially a circle of its readers, irrespective of their distance from cultural and information centers, thus creating the conditions for adequate representation in up-to-date forms of access.
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SUMMARY

Creation in the electronic environment of the data, information and document storage system on the basis of the dispersed resource base.

Creative activities of children within the structure of links between the Regional site of children’s libraries (http://www.deti.spb.ru) and cultural and educational institutions.

Information culture of users, legal aspects of electronic publications of authors’ works and illustrative materials.

Reference and bibliographical materials on modeling of information behavior and getting skills for assessment of relevance, comprehension and reliability of the information presented.

